HOWTO Use Ahead Nero Burning ROM to make your own CD’s from MP3’s
This document assumes that you have downloaded some MP3’s into a directory on your computer.  There are four main steps to the entire process:

1.  Create a music CD compilation

2.  Convert downloaded MP3’s to WAV files.

3.  Arrange the music tracks in the order you specify

4.  Burn the tracks to a CD-R. 

We’ll cover them one at a time, in greater depth.

Opening Nero and creating a music CD compilation
Double click the icon that corresponds with Nero – it looks like this:
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Nero will open, and you’ll be presented with this window:
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Answer the questions that the Wizard asks:
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Click “Next”
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Click “Next”
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Click “Audio CD” and then click “Next”
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Click “Finish”, and the Wizard will close.  You’ll see the program change to look like this:
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Converting MP3’s to WAV files

In order to create a CD from MP3’s you’ve downloaded from the Internet, you must convert the files into a format that the CD player in your car or house can understand.  This file format is called a .WAV file, or a .PCM file.  To accomplish this, 

Select “Extras” from the Menu at the top of the screen:
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Now, select “File Encoding”

You’ll be presented with this window:

[image: image9.png]I™ Show full pahs

Files to be encoded:

Sowce B[ Toget Ex | Duaton St
add Berove Reneve Al || Resetsiats G | oo
[-Properts
Ouiput e fomat =] setinas
Source fe i =]





First, we’ll “Add” files to be encoded.  Do this by clicking the button “Add”.  You’ll see a window similar to this one:
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Use your mouse to navigate through the files and folders until you get to the folder where your MP3’s are stored.
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Now, use your mouse to highlight the files you want to put on your CD.

IMPORTANT NOTE:  It’s in your best interest to pre-sort the files you want to burn BEFORE doing this, and placing them all in different folder, so you don’t have to do each one at a time.  If you do it this way, you can select all the files at once…
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When you’ve selected all the files you want to place on the CD, click the “Open” button.

The computer will add the files, and you’ll see something like this:
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Now, we’ll convert the files into the proper format.  To do this, first click the little arrow to the right of the Output File Format and CHANGE the format to PCM (what you see below).
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Next, we’ll select a directory to put the finished files into.  Do this by clicking the little box to the left of the Target directory dialog, it’s the one with three little dots in it “. . .”.
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use the mouse to select the directory tyou wish to place the files into, I usually use this one:
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Then press the “OK” button.

Now, press the “GO” button, and the computer will convert the files into the proper format.  It might take a bit, but it’s all automatic.
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You’ll see this – when the bar labeled “Total” is all the way to the right, it’s done.
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When the “Total” bar disappears, and you are returned to this:
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window, the process is complete.  Click “Close”
Arrange the CD Tracks in the order you wish them to play.
Now, we’ll arrange the tracks in the order we want them to play:

On the left hand side of this window, you can see a listing of folders and files on the computer – use the mouse to navigate to the folder you placed the CONVERTED FILES into:
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Now, select the tracks you want to go onto the disc.  Do this by clicking and dragging the tracks over to the window on the right hand side:
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The program will add (you might see this) the files.
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You can use your mouse to rearrange the tracks as you desire.  Just click and hold the file, then move it to where you want it:
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Click and hold, then drag.
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Pay attention to the blue bar you see at the bottom – if it goes over the 700MB marker, you’ve got too many tracks, and it won’t work.  You might have to delete some tracks – usually, a CD-R can hold about 15-18 high-quality converted MP3’s.  Your milage may vary.

When you’re all done, it’s time to:

Burn the tracks to a CD-R
Do this by putting a CD-R in the computer (on mine, it’s the middle CDROM device) and then pressing the “Burn” button.  It’s the one that looks like a flaming CD:
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You’ll get another Wizard that pops up:
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Click the “Burn” button.  Another box pops up:
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When the program is done recording your CD, you’ll see this dialog box:
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Click “OK”.

Now, click “Discard”.

The Burn dialog box will disappear, and you’ll be back at the main program window.

Select “File” then “Save As” from the menu.

This dialog box will pop up after that:
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Choose a name, type it in, and click “Save”.  THIS IS IMPORTANT!!!

Close the program, label your new CD, and you’re done!
